HOW WRONG DOCTRINE UNDERMINES CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP.

Disclaimer : I am not sinless. If we are honest, we realise we sin more often than we would like, but sin should be the exception rather than the rule of our lives.

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;  Rom 3:23
“Excuse for committing sin” doctrines :

1 The Trinity

2 “Original Sin”

BAD IMPLICATIONS of the TRINITY :

It implies that Jesus Christ was made different from us.

The power of his perfect example of overcoming the world is undermined.

We can’t be expected to overcome in the same fashion that God in flesh did.

“God cannot be tempted with sin, neither tempteth he any man”. James 1:13
The Trinity constructs an excuse for sin.

This is probably why corrupt Christians in the early centuries devised it.

2Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 
 John 4:3
Ante = instead of

It is those Christians who set themselves to speak “instead of Christ”.

The word “vicar” means “instead of”.

“Vicarious” means that somebody else experiences something instead of us.

The AnteChrist is those who set themselves up to teach instead of Christ – while claiming to be his followers – and undermining what he taught.

If Jesus has not fully come in the flesh as we are, then he can no longer mediate between God & men, so we therefore need a “Vicar of Christ on earth” plus “saints” and the Virgin Mary to do that mediation. These have supplanted Jesus.

WHAT GOD’S SERVANTS & CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES SHOULD BE :

The Lord had respect unto “righteous” Abel and his offering. Gen 4:4; 
By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. Heb 11:4

Abraham was a “friend of God”.

Noah “found grace in the eyes of the Lord”
Moses was “faithful in all God’s house”.

David was “a man after God’s own heart.”

4A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. Luke 6:45

1But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. Luke 8:15
And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. Rom 15:14

For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. Acts 11:24       (Barnabas)
And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.  Acts 24:16            (Paul)
And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.   Acts 23:1           (Paul)
HOW DO WE DO THIS?

20Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  21Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  Heb 13:20

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”  (Paul).
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 1 Cor 10:13

And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 20Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. Eph 3:19-21
“ORIGINAL SIN” :

This doctrine is very insidious and supported by scriptures which, on the surface, seem very difficult to refute. It undermines a desire for true Christian discipleship.
Defnition :

“That by which man is very far gone from original righteousness and, of his own nature, inclined to evil”. Ungers Bible dictionary.
One theologian put it like this : “The root of sin is a sinful root”.
Some definitions of Original Sin are more extreme than others.

Calvin was extreme and Arminius was mild.

The old Church of England definition was extreme and Calvinist :

‘The Book of Common Prayer of the United Church of England and Ireland’, 1859.
 
‘Articles of Religion - Article IX.
Of Original or Birth-sin’ 
 
‘ORIGINAL Sin standeth not in the following of Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk;) but is the fault and corruption of the nature of every man, that of Adam; whereby man is very far gone from original righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth always contrary to the spirit; and therefore in every person born into this world, deserveth God’s wrath and damnation. And this infection of nature doth remain, yea in them that are regenerated; whereby the lust of the flesh, called in the Greek, phronema sarkos, which some do expound the wisdom, some, sensuality, some the affection, some the desire, of the flesh, is not subject to the Law of God. And although there is no condemnation for them that believe and are baptized, yet the Apostle doth confess, that concupiscence and lust hath of itself the nature of sin.’ (end of quote).

This implies a few things :

We are guilty even before we sin.

Lust itself, even if we don’t indulge it, is sinful.

Even the “regenerated” cannot subject their lusts to the law of God.

So there are moderate and extreme versions of Original Sin.

These issues were originally fought out between Augustine and Pelagius in the early centuries.

The core of Original Sin is that the physical nature of man was corrupted by Adam’s fall so that the lusts we experience are greater than what Adam & Eve experienced. Secondly, that we are held guilty for inheriting this corruption.

Concerning Adam & Eve :

We are told that Eve “saw that the fruit was to be desired to make one wise”.

The word for “desire” means “covet” and “lust” in Strongs concordance.

Eve sinned at her first recorded temptation.

How could the original lusts have been stronger than that?

The external serpent triggered the temptation with insidious reasoning, in which he falsely accused God.

Prior to meeting the serpent, Eve had no reason to distrust God because they had only ever received good at His hand, and they were not suicidal.

Even before she sinned, Eve could lust and covet.

3And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth:  Gen 5:3.

Some argue that this proves the “physical change” corruption of human nature.

Adam was made in the image of God, but Seth in the image of Adam. 
Man was made in the image of the elohim, but he was not immortal like the angels are. The elohim represent God. Adam was created morally righteous like the angels.
I believe Gen 5:3 means Seth became a sinner like Adam, as we all do, except Jesus.

We are told Jesus was “the very image of God’s substance”. Heb 1:3

He experienced lust and was tempted in all points, but did not sin, which is why he was the image of God.
Image refers to moral likeness, not physical nature.

Lust can focus on a good or bad object.

Jesus said “With desire I have desired to eat the Passover with you”.
The word for desire here is epithumia, which is used for lust in James 1.

“Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed”.

AFTER ADAM’S SIN :

“They knew that they were naked” and covered themselves.

Presumably the angels don’t have genitalia, so Adam & Eve knew the serpents assertion had been deceitful, and were ashamed and fearful, so camouflaged themselves to hide from God’s punishment.
NOAH’S DAYS :
And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  

Gen 6:5
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.    Gen 6:8

If Noah found grace, there is no excuse for all the others who did not.

DAVID’S DAYS :

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.  Ps 51:5

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.  Ps 51:9-10

David accepted responsibility and was not blaming his inherited nature.

David may have been illegitimately conceived. He may have copied bad example.

JEREMIAH’S DAYS :

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 10I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.           Jer 17:9
Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.          Jer 17:5

The desperately wicked heart belonged to the Israelite men whose hearts “departed from the Lord”.

Why would God “search the hearts” if he had caused them to be inherited as “desperately wicked” ?

PAUL’S DAYS :

8For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 19For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 20Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 21I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 22For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  25I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Rom 7:18-25
This passage is the last refuge of the theological scoundrel.
Paul is speaking, in the present historical tense, of his pre-conversion state, when he tried to keep the law in his own strength, and failed.

King “Sin” dwells in us after he has conquered us, and imposes his law in our captured territory.

He only “dwells”. He can be evicted, so we can be “filled with the fullness of God”.
Sin is personified as a king or slaveowner in Rom 5,6,7 & 8.

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  2 Cor 5:21

The sin-offering is referred to as “sin” scores of times in the Old Testament.

Jesus was appointed sin-offering after it was indisputable that he “knew no sin”, which was after his resurrection. “Made” means “appointed”. Isaiah 53:10.
And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

Gal 5:24

We have destroyed the old way of life when we were “in the flesh” serving the “former lusts”. The “flesh” referred to is the old, sinister way of life.

For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another  

Titus 3:3

 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Rom 8:8-9

THE POLISH BRETHREN (SOCINIANS) –  16th century.                                    RACOVIAN CATECHISM :

Question : Having now shown that free will could not be depraved by original sin, state to me, in the next place, how far the power of free will extends?
Answer : Commonly there exists in men by nature but little ability to do those things which God requires of them; but all are naturally capable of inclining their will to the performance of them; and if divine assistance be obtained, the ability to execute them will not be wanting. For it is not to be thought that God exacts from any one what is beyond his power, since He is most wise and just and good; or that He denies His assistance to any one of those persons to whom He had declared His will; otherwise He could not, as he now does, justly punish the disobedient; nor indeed would the disobedient be deserving of any punishment, nor the obedient be entitled to any praise.

CONCLUSION 
Be wary of doctrines which undermine the concept of free will and individual moral responsibility, by making Jesus “different” from us and destroying the power of his example, and by alleging that our inherited nature is so corrupt that we cannot, with divine assistance, overcome it.

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.  1 John 2:1-2

Our attitude should be “IF” we sin, not “WHEN” we sin.






